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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on May 24, 2004 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Regarding claims 1, 14, and 20, Applicant argues that "PURL" in Smith's 
reference as uniquely identifying one or more specific documents and the intended 
recipient thereof, and do not teach the secrecy of any internet site ... the URL is not an 
Internet site. However, a PURL as disclosed in Smith's disclosure is a private universal 
resource locator or an address to an internet site that is delivered to authenticated users 
through which they can privately access a site that otherwise would have not been 
available to them. Further details have been covered in the statement of each rejection. 

Regarding claims 2-13 and 15-19, arguments have been responded in the 
statement of each rejection. 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-20 have been presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 1-9, 14-17, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Baker, (U.S. Patent No. 5,961,645 and Baker hereinafter), in view of 
Smith et al., (U.S. Patent No. 6,529,956 and Smith hereinafter). 

Regarding claim 1, Baker discloses Internet users' terminals (Fig. 1, elements 
107-109) connected to the public network (Fig. 1, element 100) through processor (Fig. 
1 , element 1 1 ) which controls access to network resources (i.e., web servers)(Fig. 1 , 
elements 1 01 -1 05) further comprising: 

a plurality of computers programmed to operate as web servers (Fig. 1 , 
elements 101-105)(Col. 3, lines 53-67 and Col. 4, lines 1-27); 

one or more of said web servers hosting internet web sites for said internet 
operation (Fig. 1, elements 101-105)(Col. 3, lines 53-67 and Col. 4, lines 1-27); 

one or more of said internet web sites being main sites having URLs which are 
publicly associated with said internet operation accessible through said internet web 
sites (Col. 4, lines 10-67 and Col. 5, lines 1-30); 

Baker does not expressly disclose Internet operation including a system of secret 
Internet web sites, one or more of said internet web sites being secret sites having 
URLs which are not publicly associated with said internet operation, said secret sites 
being a part of said internet operation by which said internet operation may be 
accessed. 

However, Smith discloses Internet operation including a system of secret Internet 
web sites comprising: 
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one or more of said internet web sites being secret sites having URLs which are 
not publicly associated with said internet operation (i.e., Private URL), said secret sites 
being a part of said internet operation by which said internet operation may be accessed 
(Col. 15, lines 22-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Baker with the teachings of 
Smith to include temporary and dynamically generated PURLs that uniquely identify 
the intended recipient of a document and provide value added services such as 
tracking and security with the motivation to provide for the ability to distribute electronic 
portable high content-quality documents to many recipients in a controlled and 
accountable fashion (Smith, Col. 1, lines 19-24). 

Regarding claims 2 and 15, Baker does not expressly disclose wherein the 
system of secret Internet websites is operated to secure said Internet operation against 
cybervandalism. 

However, Smith discloses wherein the system of secret Internet websites is 
operated to secure said Internet operation against cybervandalism (i.e., preventing 
multiple IPs from accessing the same document using the same key)(Col. 16, lines 15- 
35). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Baker with the teachings of 
Smith to include temporary and dynamically generated PURLs that uniquely identify 
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the intended recipient of a document and provided value added services such as 
tracking and security with the motivation to provide for the ability to distribute electronic 
portable high content-quality documents to many recipients in a controlled and 
accountable fashion (i.e., preventing cybervandalism)(Smith, Col. 1, lines 19-24). 

Regarding claims 3 and 16, Baker does not expressly disclose wherein the 
system of secret Internet websites is operated to secure said Internet operation against 
denial-of-service-attack. 

However, Smith discloses wherein the system of secret Internet websites is 
operated to secure said Internet operation against denial-of-service attack (i.e., PURLs 
may always be assigned to legitimate users who identify themselves to the server which 
in turn make it possible to track document retrieval and make sure that legitimate users 
are enjoying the service and unauthorized users cannot launch denial-of-service attack 
due to the resulted accountability)(Col. 15, lines 57-67 and Col. 16, lines 25-35 and Col. 
17, lines 5-9). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Baker with the teachings of 
Smith to include temporary and dynamically generated PURLs that uniquely identify 
the intended recipient of a document and provide value added services such as 
tracking and security with the motivation to provide for the ability to distribute electronic 
portable high content-quality documents to many recipients in a controlled and 
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accountable fashion (i.e., preventing denial-of-service attacks)(Smith, Col. 1, lines 19- 
24). 

Regarding claim 4, Baker doesn't expressly disclose wherein one or more of said 
secret sites are assigned to one or more users of said Internet operation. 

However, Smith discloses wherein one or more of said secret sites are assigned 
to one or more users of said Internet operation (Col. 15, lines 42-56 and Col. 16, lines 
15-24). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Baker with the teachings of 
Smith to include temporary and dynamically generated PURLs that uniquely identify the 
intended recipient of a document and provide value added services such as tracking 
and security with the motivation to provide for the ability to distribute electronic portable 
high content-quality documents to many recipients in a controlled and accountable 
fashion (i.e., privately providing the authorized users with the resource)(Smith, Col. 1, 
lines 19-24). 

Regarding claim 5 and 17, Baker discloses a proxy server (Fig. 1 , element 1 1 2) 
that provides a connection from the processor (Fig. 1 , element 1 1 1 ) to the public 
network (Fig. 1, element 100) via the firewall (Fig. 1, element 113). The processor 
controls access to the network resources (Fig. 1, elements 101-105). 
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Baker does not expressly disclose wherein the URLs of secret sites being 
maintained as secret by entities authorized by the operator of the Internet operation 
from all but those users who have been given the knowledge thereof by said operator. 

However, Smith discloses wherein the URLs of secret sites being maintained as 
secret by entities authorized by the operator of the Internet operation (i.e., BFD server) 
from all but those users who have been given the knowledge thereof by said operator 
(Col. 14, lines 5-24 and Col. 15, lines 42-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Baker with the teachings of 
Smith to include a server administrator such as BFD server administrator on each of the 
network resources 101-105 disclosed by Baker to invoke the send of the document to 
the intended recipients (Smith, Col. 13, lines 47-58) and take advantage of added 
services such as tracking and security with the motivation to provide for the ability to 
distribute electronic portable high content-quality documents to many recipients in a 
controlled and accountable fashion (Smith, Col. 1, lines 19-24). 

Regarding claim 6, Baker discloses a proxy server (Fig. 1 , element 112) that 
provides a connection from the processor (Fig. 1 , element 1 1 1 ) to the public network 
(Fig. 1, element 100) via the firewall (Fig. 1, element 113). The processor controls 
access to the network resources (Fig. 1, elements 101-105). 

Baker does not expressly disclose wherein the URL of a secret site, acquired by 
a user through assignment to a user by an entity authorized by the operator. 
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However, Smith discloses wherein the URL of a secret site, acquired by a user 
through assignment to a user by an entity authorized by the operator (i.e., BFD server) 
(Col. 15, lines 22-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Baker with the teachings of 
Smith to include a server administrator such as BFD server administrator on each of the 
network resources 101-105 disclosed by Baker to invoke the send of the document to 
the intended recipients (Smith, Col. 13, lines 47-58) and take advantage of added 
services such as tracking and security with the motivation to provide for the ability to 
distribute electronic portable high content-quality documents to many recipients in a 
controlled and accountable fashion (Smith, Col. 1, lines 19-24). 

Regarding claim 7, Baker does not expressly disclose wherein a secret site is 
one whose existence, identity and URL are learned by a user only through the process 
of subscription. 

Smith discloses wherein a secret site is one whose existence, identity and URL 
are learned by a user only through the process of subscription (Col. 15, lines 22-67 and 
Col. 16, lines 6-35 and Col. 17, lines 5-9). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Baker with the teachings of 
Smith to include temporary and dynamically generated PURLs that uniquely identify the 
intended recipient of a document and provided value added services such as tracking 
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and security with the motivation to provide for the ability to distribute electronic portable 
high content-quality documents to many recipients in a controlled and accountable 
fashion (i.e., through subscription, only authorized users will receive the service which 
creates control and accountability)(Smith, Col. 1, lines 19-24). 

Regarding claim 8, Baker discloses a system where the user is free to contact 
and use the main site anonymously as permitted and desired (i.e., the user of the 
Internet operation system can use the public URLs to access the Internet 
operation/resource that she/he is interested in)(Col. 2, lines 60-67). 

Regarding claim 9, Baker discloses users being redirected to other URLs due to 
unavailability of a resource (i.e., moved resources)(Col. 2, lines 27-35). 

Baker does not expressly disclose wherein a user may subscribe for a secret site 
URL while the main site is under attack. 

However, Smith discloses wherein a user may subscribe for a secret site URL 
(Col. 15, lines 22-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Baker with the teachings of 
Smith to include temporary and dynamically generated PURLs that uniquely identify the 
intended recipient of a document while the main site is under attack with the motivation 
to provide for the ability to distribute electronic portable high content-quality documents 
to many recipients in a controlled and accountable fashion (i.e., through subscription, 
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only authorized users will receive the service which creates control and accountability) 
(Smith, Col. 1, lines 19-24). 

Regarding claim 14, Baker discloses a system of Internet website comprising: 

a plurality of computers programmed to operate as web servers (Fig. 1 , 
elements 101-105)(Col. 3, lines 53-67 and Col. 4, lines 1-27); 

one or more of said web servers hosting internet web sites for said internet 
operation (Fig. 1, elements 101-105)(Col. 3, lines 53-67 and Col. 4, lines 1-27); 

Baker does not expressly disclose secret Internet web sites, one or more of said 
internet web sites being secret sites having Universal Resource Locators which are not 
publicly associated with any internet operation, (URLs) which are operated to provide 
access to Internet operations of other operators of Internet websites. 

However, Smith discloses Internet operation private, trackable URLs for directed 
document delivery comprising: 

one or more of said internet web sites being secret sites having Universal 
Resource Locators which are not publicly associated with any internet operation (i.e., 
PURLs), (URLs) which are operated to provide access to Internet operations of other 
operators of Internet websites(Col. 15, lines 22-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Baker with the teachings of 
Smith to include temporary and dynamically generated PURLs that uniquely identify the 
intended recipient of a document and provided value added services such as tracking 
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and security with the motivation to provide for the ability to distribute electronic portable 
high content-quality documents to many recipients in a controlled and accountable 
fashion (i.e., through subscription, only authorized users will receive the service which 
creates control and accountability)(Smith, Col. 1, lines 19-24). 

Regarding claim 20, Baker discloses an Internet operation comprising: 

a plurality of computers programmed to operate as web servers (Fig. 1 , elements 
101-105)(Col. 3, lines 53-67 and Col. 4, lines 1-27); 

one or more of said web servers hosting internet web sites for said internet 
operation (Fig. 1, elements 101-105)(Col. 3, lines 53-67 and Col. 4, lines 1-27); 

one or more of said internet web sites being main sites having URLs which are 
publicly associated with said internet operation accessible through said internet web 
sites (Col. 4, lines 10-67 and Col. 5, lines 1-30); 

Baker does not expressly disclose Internet operation including a system of secret 
Internet web sites, one or more of said internet web sites being secret sites having 
URLs which are not publicly associated with said internet operation, said secret sites 
being a part of said internet operation by which said internet operation may be 
accessed. 

However, Smith discloses Internet operation including a system of secret Internet 
web sites comprising: 

one or more of said internet web sites being secret sites having URLs which are 
not publicly associated with said internet operation (i.e., Private URL), said secret sites 
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being a part of said internet operation(Col. 15, lines 22-67); wherein each of said secret 
sites have a URL which: 

1 . is maintained as a secret from all but those users who have been given the 
knowledge thereof by the operator (Col. 14, lines 55-67); and 

2. is assigned to a user upon the user's request and in response to the user 
providing means by which they can be sufficiently identified for purposes of the level of 
security against attack desired by the operator (Col. 15, lines 57-67 and Col. 16, lines 
15-35 and Col. 17, lines 5-9); 

and wherein the knowledge of the existence, identity, and URL of each of said 
secret sites is not available to the public except through the process requiring such 
identification of the user (Col. 15, lines 51-67 and Col. 16, lines 15-35 and Col. 17, lines 
5-9); 

said secret sites being a part of said internet operation by which said internet 
operation may be accessed (Col. 14, lines 44-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Baker with the teachings of 
Smith to include temporary and dynamically generated PURLs that uniquely identify 
the intended recipient of a document and provided value added services such as 
tracking and security with the motivation to provide for the ability to distribute electronic 
portable high content-quality documents to many recipients in a controlled and 
accountable fashion (Smith, Col. 1, lines 19-24). 
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Claims 11-13, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Baker, (U.S. Patent No. 5,961,645 and Baker hereinafter) and Smith et al M (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,529,956 and Smith hereinafter), in view of Klug et al., (U.S. Patent No. 
5,790,785 and Klug hereinafter). 

Regarding claiml 1 , Baker and Smith discloses document delivery to intended 
recipients (Col. 14, lines 55-67). 

Baker and Smith does not expressly disclose wherein subscription by a user 
during an attack through another Internet operation which is independent of the Internet 
operation on the main site. 

Klug discloses wherein subscription by a user through another Internet operation 
which is independent of the Internet operation on the main site (i.e., a Registrar 
Website, Fig. 1, elem. 100, which may handle the process of subscribing a user to a 
third party website independent from the third party website itself, Fig. 1)(Col. 8, lines 
20-67 and Col. 9, lines 1-28). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Baker and Smith with the 
teachings of Klug to include a registrar website so that registration information may be 
provided to registrar for registering the user at a third party website to provide the 
registered user with a private URL with the motivation to provide registration process at 
websites so that users may register at a single website (i.e., independent from 
websites that actually provide resources)(Klug, Col. 1 , lines 53-57). 
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Regarding claims 12 and 19, Baker and Smith discloses document delivery to 
intended recipients (Col. 14, lines 55-67). 

Baker and Smith does not expressly disclose wherein a reserve of secret sites, 
maintained to become available to the users of said Internet operation in the event of an 
emergency created by an attack. 

Klug discloses wherein subscription by a user through another Internet operation 
which is independent of the Internet operation on the main site (i.e., a Registrar 
Website, Fig. 1, elem. 100, which may handle the process of subscribing a user to a 
third party website independent from the third party website itself, Fig. 1 , and the user id 
and password information is stored in the third party website database for the future 
access of the third party website by the user, Fig. 8)(Col. 8, lines 20-67 and Col. 9, lines 
1-28). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Baker and Smith with the 
teachings of Klug to include a registrar website so that registration information may be 
provided to registrar for registering the user at a third party website to provide the 
registered user with a private URL with the motivation to provide registration process at 
websites so that users may register at a single website (i.e., independent from 
websites that actually provide resources)(Klug, Col. 1, lines 53-57). 
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Regarding claim 13, Baker and Smith does not expressly disclose wherein the 
secret site program queries the user for the identification, verifies the information. 

Smith discloses wherein the document delivery architecture proceeds to assign 
one of the secret site URLs to the user (Col. 14, lines 55-67). 

However, Klug discloses wherein the secret site program queries the user for the 
identification, verifies the information (i.e., the process of registering at a third party 
website)(Col. 8, lines 20-67 and Col. 9, lines 1-27). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Baker and Smith with the 
teachings of Klug to include a registrar website so that registration information may be 
provided to registrar for registering the user at a third party website to provide the 
registered user with a private URL with the motivation to provide registration process at 
websites so that users may register at a single website (i.e., user's information may be 
gathered and verified independent from websites that actually provide resources)(Klug, 
Col. 1, lines 53-57). 

Claims 10 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Baker, (U.S. Patent No. 5,961,645 and Baker hereinafter) and Smith et al., (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,529,956 and Smith hereinafter), in view of Waldner, (U.S. Patent No. 
6,141 ,413 and Waldner hereinafter). 
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Regarding claims 10 and 18, Baker does not expressly disclose wherein the 
telephone subscription system based on telephone contact is automated to provide a 
secret site URL. 

Smith discloses wherein email is widely used for basic communications and 
enables producers of content to send that content to the consumers (Col. 1 , lines 44-67 
and Col. 3, lines 40-60 and Col. 15, lines 3-4). 

Waldner also discloses wherein the telephone subscription system based on 
telephone contact, automated to provide a secret site URL (i.e., correlating a registered 
user with a URL address may be implemented to automatically provide callers with a 
web page/a secret site URL)(Col. 7, lines 22-67 and Col. 8, lines 1-14). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Baker and Smith with the 
teachings of Waldner to include the basic telephone call answering and processing 
capabilities using a web-enabled terminal with the motivation to provide for automatic 
display of a web page triggered by user's call to web-enabled terminal in a telephone 
answering apparatus (Waldner, Col. 1, lines 19-24). 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Srinivasan, U.S. Patent No. 6,145,002, 
Jablon, U.S. Patent No. 6,226,383, 
Highly, U.S. Patent No. 5,790,793, 
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Shane, U.S. Patent No. 5,793,972, and 
Hunt et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,496,855. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Arezoo Sherkat whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8749. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30 Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (703) 305-9648. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Arezoo Sherkat 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 
July 21 ,2004 
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